
PEN PORTRAIT OF A
POSSIBLE PRESIDENT

Judge Alton 13. Parker, n Man
of Method find Enormous

Capacity for Work.

STORY OF HIS EARLY CAREER

Decided When a Boy to BetíOrne
a Lawyer.Experiences as

Teacher and Judge.
??? Impression you receive an inciting

for t'ho first ttino Judge Alton Uioolts

Parí«·/ Chief Justice tit the New York

Court of Appeals and new a leading can¬

didate for tho pemoerntlc nomination
fur tho Presidency, I« lllo-ly lo bo ifmt
the Judge's personal appearance does
hoi suggest, his temperament ór career,
it Is nut Unit his presene; and homing
me lacking lu distinction, for In any
gathering ho would almost certainly tu<

tract) attention ti's a man above the or¬

dinary. Nearly six feet In height, broad
shouldered, straight as an arrow, with
clean-cut features and eyes that have a

piercing though kindly gasse, I1I4 person¬
ality Is markedly distinguished. Hut
there Is nothing Judlelul about It. If
ten men who had never laid eyes on tho
Judge before and did not recognlae hint
from his picture» wc-ro naked for; an

opinion as to his Ktntlon In life, probably
thp majority of them would sot him down
..in: a bank President or a leading finan-
rler, but It Is safe to say that none of
them would pick him out for a. Judge,
Tho preconceived notion which nyjst j

people have about, nny Judge Is that he !
will he either a man of ascetic couhttii- !
nr.ee, Indicating much use of the rn!d-
night oil nnd absolute indifference toi,

physical culture, or a big, strong man

of severe and frowning nilonr Judge I
Parker doe» not fit In with this concep¬
tion. Although ho lu a great student
there 's not the «lightest suggestion .of
the bookworm about him. Gifted by ha-
lure with a strong physique originally, he ;
lins pr.ORoryçd It by his fondness for out¬
door life. He takes great pleasure in
horseback riding and has a ¿.took ftirm
of which he Is proud. Nell her Is there j
any suggestion In Judge Parker'« conn- ¦<

tcnuncc of that type of man who "lays
down the law" like a Jove hurling tlum-
dèrbolts; Judge Parker ¡h suavity Itself.
? Is the general verdict of those who
have tried cases Before him that a mor«

courteous Judge than he i:i not to he ;

found.
? not her reason, perhaps, why judgo i

Parker's high calling Is nut suggested hy
his personal appearance Is that le.· dfens- ]
?·:? fashionably. No better dressed rnnn
th'in he will be «eon on Fifth Avenue,
ñor no man whose clothes fit better.

A Prodigious Worker.
Judge Parker Is now fifty-two years of |

age. lie has scarcely :i wrinkle In his
lace,-and his whole appearance Is that of
h strung man who had taken life easily.
The fact Is that all'lils life he has been
a prodigious worker, ani if the marks
of toll have riot been left on bis coun-

tensnee or his frame the explanation of
that rhkrvel living and thè rare which
he has taken to keep his physical vigor
unimpaired. Ilia perfect health enables
Jiim to dispose of mi amount «v£ work
¦which Would break down a man of or-

dinar;,- strength. Since he became Chlif
Judge of the Court1 of Appeals that
court has shown an ability to dispose of
n much larger number of cases than
c-ver before In Its history, and In p ? ad¬
dress which he delivered before the Slate
Bar Association a year or so ago Judge
John Clinton Gray attributed this lm-
Iirovement to the ''unwearying efforts of
the present Chief Judge."
When he is in Albany Judge Parker

lives at the Ten Eyck Hotel. He always
puts on evening dress for dinner, I is

manner is most democratic. After dinner
lie comes out into the corridor of »:,<· ho¬
tel to smoke a cigar, ami he has a kindly
greeting and a pleasant word for evcty
one he know.«. While he often sits down
for a few moments' chat with a friend
or a patty of friends lie never lounges
around long, because ho has work to do
on' his opinions at night, and work is
something he never shirks.
All who enjoy the pleasure of an Intl-

mate acquaintance with Judge Parker
nttest tho fact that he Is In love with
Ills judicial work. Nothing less than a

jiominatlon for the presidency could tempt j
lilm away from the Judicial life. This
he has shown by his rejection of prof-
fered high political honors In the phst.
Ts'omlnallons for United States Senator, !
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and First
Assistant Postmaster General' have all |
1" en spurned by him at various étages
of his career.
AVhen Judge Parker is not In Albany

he (lives at liaopus, near Kingston, on. tho
Hudson, where be has a beautiful coun¬

try home. Judge Parker was horn In the
country and he has never lost his love
for country life.
His birthplace wns Cortland, In Cort-

land county, between tho towns of I31ng-
hamton and Syracuse. He helped on tho
farm during tho summer and attended
tho district school In tho winter until
he wns thirteen years of age. He then ¡

entered the Corlland Academy. Ho re¬
mained a student of that Institution for
three years.

His Early Ambitions.
HIh ambition to become a lawyer was

early formed and came about In an lnter-
e.itln« way. Ills ...er was summoned
for iury aervlco In a case which was to

be tried at Cortland. He brought young
Alton to court with him. The caso was
of some importance, and ono of tho par¬
ties to It had employed the services of
a Syracuse lawyer of some distinction
us a pleader. This lawyer's address made
such an Impression on young Parker
that when he and his father were drtvr
ing bark to tho farm he informed his
parent that lie Intended to become a law¬
yer when he grew up. Once having
formed that purpose ho began to bend
nil hi» efforts toward its accomplishment.
To get the money necessari· to attend
law school the young man decided to
take up teaching upon the rompletion of
his academy course. In connection with
this stage of his career ho himself re¬

lates an Incident which is eloquently sug¬

gestive of tho sturdy honesty of hi»
ancestry.
On the Friday nfternoon on which he

rt'cetvi.-d his cértlf.cáto from the Cort¬
land Academy ho hired a horse at the
village «table and started out, unknown
to his father, In search of employment.
After a thirteen-mile drive and several
disappointments he was engaged by the
Trustees of » irgli Township School. His
father, too, had lost no time In looking
out for his son's Interests, and at the
same time that the young man wns on·

his quest In search of employment the
father hnd secured him nn engagement,
which from a pecuniary standpoint, waa
more attractive than that which the
young man had concluded for himself.
When the young man returned home

late at night and related to his father
with some pride the result of his mission,
h s father, Instead of sharing in his
elation, expressed his regret, explaining
that he h.'id secured for him the prom-
Iso of a much better place thnri that nt

Virgil. Young Parker, much crestfallen,
proposed that he return to Virgil the

iioxlxinornlns and cancel his engagement,
"No." said his father; "you have made

it and you must keep It. I have ob-
served that when a young man once |
falls in that way ho is pretty apt to

fail all through life."
Thero were some boys at tho Virgil

school who were larger than their six-
teen-year-old teacher, and lie found it
dlllleuit to maintain discipline. One day
when lie had corrected tho bully of I he

school, that Individual not only resented
tho correction but showed light. One |
blow from young Parker's list sent him
sprawling to the floor. After that the

young teacher bad no difficulty In com¬

manding obedience from his pupils.
When ho had obtained a degree from

tho Cortland Normal School, young Par¬
ker sought some post as a teacher which
would enable him to enter upon his law
studies at the earliest possible date. He
obtained such an opportunity In Ulster
county. He took charge of the public
school at rtochestcr, in that county, at.
the ago of twenty, his salary being »3
a day. lie held that position a year, de¬

moting all of his spare time to tho study

A mother's health is reflected in her child.
A "ckly woman cannot bring a healthy child into the world, h fact the

health othimdS of thousands of women is undermined by menstrua! irregular-
itics barine down pains and suffering from all kinds of female weakness that it is
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Dleulonnnt Ciovernör Ih I8£3 and its,-,, ?|?.
in« its his f-iison thrft t> did noi wish
t,i nbfthdon hi» ohnsPii field of lifbor-lhe
law, President Cleveland Hindered him
Ihn I'"lrst Assistant Poelhinster tinnenti-
ship, bu" this ho nlscr declined, and for
the pnmo reason.
When Theodore It. Westbroolt rlloO,

leaving Dm Supremo Court Justiceship
for tho Third .Judicial frinirlo! vacant,
Clov. IIIII Immediately appointed pnr.
Uer to tho vacancy. Hin record an tho
bench during tho time for which In« w;iS
appointed was stich that he was unani¬
mously nominated to euccood himself by
tho Democrats, and the HetiiibHeans did
not put HP a ciindhlate against him.
While ho was serving as n Juidlce of

the Htipromo Court he refused to con¬
sider a lender of tho Democratic nomi¬
nation for dovernor In noi, nn<1 aftor
the elnrtlon of Mr. 31111 to thru nfiloe ho
declined to be a candidate for United
Htntcs Senator, nltliough urged to do so
by Mr. Hill and nil of 'lie Influential
Democratic, lenders. In 1G-0, when Coler
was nominated for Governor, all that
prevented tho nomination of Judire Par¬
ker by acclamation was the roporl circu¬
lated by his close friends, Mr. lull hi par-
tl.-uiiir, that if tho nomination should be
conferred upon him In opposition to his
wishes, ho would decline It. Nearly every
politician in tho Stati». îleptibllcan as well
as Democrat, now admits that If Judgo
Parker had been tho nominee against
Oov. Odell In that year lie would have
been rlccted.
Judge Parker was thirty-four years of

ace when ho became ? .Iiistico of tho
Supreme Court. In l&i", when he was
hi h.'* forty-seventh year, h*-· received the,
nomination of his party for Chief Judge
of-the Court, of Appeals. That was tho
year In which the Democracy of the State
and Nation was In tho slough of des¬
pond, owing to tho defeat of Mr. Bryan
tho previous year In his first campaign
for the presidency. The Republican ma¬

jority In the State In )Sfl6 had been 212,-
000. Two years before UHI lindi been
beaten for Governor t)y 150,103. The muti

JUDGE ALTON J3.PAKKER.
.lei.-.

of the law. Augustus 3. Schoonmakcr,
then a prominent practitioner at the bar
of Kingston, took a fancy to him and he
was received Into the. law office of
Schoonmakcr & Hardenbergh. Jìater he
v/as enabled to take a two years' course
at the Albany Law School.

Early Political Triumphs.
Soon after young Parker entered his

office Mr. Schoonmaker was elected foun-
t'y Judge. Ho was defeated for re-olec-
tlon alter a hard campaign, and was va

disheartened that he decided to withdraw
from politics. Believing that his patron
was unduly discouraged, young Parker
arranged for Schoonmaker's nomimi tlon
for State Senator G? the following year
and prevailed upon him to accept the
nomination. Parker managed the cam-

pajgn. Schoonmaker was elected, and his
prestige ¡a politics restored. Parker's
success In managing Schoonmaker's cam-

palgn brought him Into prominence in
Ulster county politics, and In 1S77 he wan
nominated for Surrogate. He was the
only Democrat on the county ticket who
was elected that year.
Judge William Lawton, the Republican

who had defeated Schoonmaker for Couri-
ty Judge, was picked out as Surrogate
Parker's opponent .when he came up for j
re-election in 1S83. Parker won by the
handsome majority of 1.400 in a total
vote of 15,000. When ho had served two
years of his second term David B. Hill, j
the Democratic candidate for Governor;
who had watched Parker's successful
political work In Ulster county with much *

Interest, reached the conclusion that Park¬
er was the man ho manted to manage
the State campaign. Parker was elected
to tho Democratic State Committee at
Hill's Instigation and made Its chairman.
His conduct of tho State campaign
proved that Sir. Hill's estimate 'of his
ability was fully justified. Largely ow¬

ing to his masterful work tho wholo
Democrat State, ticket was elected by
pluralities ranging between 31,000 and
12,000.
Many Nominations Declined.
Parker had declined a nomination for

Judge l'nrknr linn for the use of himself
and family. *.? .

When the visitor elands upon Judge
Parker's porch and tnkea In the magnt-
I'.eeiit scenery It Is linpffsslhlo to sup¬

press a feeling of envy. It Is n per¬
fectly Ideal place "for dny dreams. One

wonders whether Judge Parker has «ver
had lo battio with himself ngnlnst the,

temptation Of" dolce fnr olente which It

holds forth.
The older part of Konemount Hall waft

standing when tho British fleet anchored
directly In front of It In »". on l'>e night
before Kingston was burned. Through
the centre of the house runs a broad
hall Used ns a living room, (he walla
of which are lined with a miscellaneous
collection of books-tho works of stand¬
ard writers of prose and poetry.
Judge Parker's library occupies noarlr

the whole of the southern halt of tho
first story. The walls of the loom are

nowhere visible. Prom tho polished
hardwood floor to tho celling mount row

after row of books. There are thou¬
sands of them. Revolving cases support
pilli other books to which the Judge has
found ho needs to mnke frequent refer¬
ences. In tho bnw window of the room

lit a small flat-lop tnblo, while down the
centre of the room stretches a bl^Dlrec-
tors' table. On these tables, upon which ,

there are moro books nnd usually pile? of
documents, Judge Pnrkor docs his work.

A Practical Farmer.
When at nosemount Hall Judge Par¬

ker rl.'ea at 7 o'clock, nnd one of his
first acts during the Summer months Is
to don a bathing suit, run down the

steep hill to the Esopus landing, and
take ? plungo Into tho Hudson. He la

an expert swimmer and is fond of that
form of exercise nnd recreation. After
breakfast he usually mounts his saddhi
horso and takes a ride around the farm,
which comprises several hundred acres.

All of the operations of the farm are

carried on under the supervision of the
judge himself, who Is a practical far-

"RESIDENCE OF JVOG& PARKER,
EiSOPUJ, NY

who accepted the nomination for Chief
Judge of the Court' of Appeals on tho
Democratic ticket In Ï&97. therefore, was

taking what most Democrats believed to
be an empty honor. Even the commit-
teo which brought the tender of.thá
nomination to Judgo Parker told him
that they thought there was no show for
his election. But despite the discours·»
ing outlook he decided to take tho nomi¬
nation, and tho result of the election as¬

tounded the leaders of both parties. Par¬
ker was elected by a plurality of 60,889.

Judge Parker's Home Life.
Early In his career Judge Parker mar¬

ried Mary L. Schoonmaker. They havo

had two children. John M. Parker, their

only son, died at the age of seven years.
Bertha, their daughter, married Charles
Mercer Hall, the young rector of the
Episcopal ¿Mission of the Holy CrofS at
Kingston. She has two children, Alton
Parker, four years of age, and Mary,
two years. Judge Parker takes great de-
llghtln his grandchildren; it needs de-
effort on his part to forget his judicial
dignity long enough to have a romp with
them whenever the opportunity offers.
Esopus, where Judge Parker has his

residence, Is a modest little village con¬

sisting of about thirty houses built scat-
terlngly along a country crossroad. The
Hudson, which here spreads out to sur¬

round the Island of Esopus, stretches
away before, the eye In all of its grand¬
eur. The peaks of the Catskllls form
tho background of the picture. On top
of a hill from which the eyo can sweep
tho plcturesciuo river,aiid mountain scen¬

ery stands Kopemoimt Hall, which is
tho name Judge Parker conferred upon
Ids home. Tho house, which stands fully
100 feot above the river, is a big square
two-and-a-half-story structure. All ubout
it aro giant trees, and the approach trt
it Is along a graveled path which divides
o perfect lawn ornamented with flower
beds. ? ¿rail lends down to tho river
bank, and at the end of tho trail in thij
summer there is moored a napthii
launch, christened tho Nlobo, which

mer. Tho Judge's special, hoboy Is hie
blood cattle.
Tho Inspection of the farm Is completed

about 11 o'clock, and returning to the
house, Judge Parker reads his mail and
the morning papers until noon, when the
family sit down to luncheon. After tho
midday meal Judge Parker shuts himself
up· In the library with his private secre¬

tary nnd the family see nothing more of
him, unless there Is urgent reason, for
disturbing him, until he Is called for
tho evening meal nt fi o'clock.
Even when he Is in Albany presiding

over tho sessions of tho court the Judge
does not allow himself to be robbed of
his dally exercise. Ho Is up by 7 o'clock
every morning, and no matter how cojd
the weather may be he has a horseback
ride before cirealcfast.
Judge Parker Is methodical in all that

he does, nnd In this fact is to be found
the explanation of how ho manages to
accomplish tho vast amount of work he
does.

ST. LOUIS EXPOSITION. SPECIAL
RATES VIA C. 4. O. RAILWAY.

The sale of tickets to St. Louis, Mo.,
and return for tho Exposition -will com¬

mence April 25th; $21.60, good for fifteen
days; S2o. good, for sixty days, $31.20, good
until December 15th.
Special coach excursion May 24th, $10

round trip.

We boast the
Most Up-tO'Date
Stock in the South.

Our orders justify
this assertion.
We have recently
made shipments oí
FINE GOODS
to

WELDON. WILSON.
GOLDSBORO, RALEIGH,
HENDERSON. DURHAM.
GREENSBORO. "WILMINGTON,
FÁYETTEVILLE nnd MACON.
N. C.
CHARLES-ION, MARS BLUFF.
DARLINGTON, SUMTER and
UNION, S. C.
ATHENS, GA.: JACKSONVILLE,
FLA.; BIRMINGHAM. ALA.;
HONEY GROVE, TEXAS, and
ST. PAUL, MINN·
Most of theso towns boast good Fur·

nliure Stocks.

The Conclusion:
OÜB GOODS
AND PltfCJäS
MUST m BIGHT.

\
THREE FRONTS.

BROAD STREET.

Wll
At & Moderate Pfke
is Wha.t We Offer to

EveryMan in Town.
_ t

Many "men have an idea
that they must pay the high
prices of credit-giving tailors
to secure satisfactory wearing
apparel. We are here to prove
the contrary.

Their name is legion who imagine they save money by
purchasing ready-made clothing. It is true that tailors buying
in a small way from woollen and trimming jobbers and sell¬
ing on a "credit basis must charge a high price for their pro¬
duct. But things are different here. We buy direct from
the manufacturer, we sell for cash, and by giving the savings
thus effected to our customers, we are able to turn out

Perisci Fitting Made-to-Order

Garments at no More Than Ready-
Made Prices.

A trial order will convince you, and you run no risk in

giving it, because, if a garment doesn't fit, it is ours, not yours.
Suitings start at >

15.0O
Remember, we always dell Trousers at cost. Regular $6.50

to $10.00 values go. here.

Trousers to Order,
$5JO and $6.50

m G. Stout & Co.,
704 eh:: IVIAIIM stre

FRANK MARECK, Manager.
v*. J

Our Field
of usefulness to the community is con¬

stantly widening. Every day more

people are finding out the best place
to buy'

Furniture,
Floor Coverings, Etc.

That place is our store of course.

If you need a REFRIGERATOR,
The New Columbia Cham¬
pion, Gurney and Quaker
City are ALL LEADER«.
We have them in all sizes at 'the

right prices.
Go-Carts, Baby Carriages,
Lawn Swings, Oil Stoves
and Ga>s Ranges, s· * *

u
?.
Jones Bro. ô Co., L-1 J?8«'

. 1406 Eàat Main Street. |~| Term»

r
ßlibe-Werwicke
Bastie Cabinets

aro tho kind that grow like your bus-
Inoss. At a small coat from timo to

time your filing capacity keeps pace
with your requirements. And then tho

Units Coniato ^radically
Anything You Want.

Think of It! Ovor thirty different

j patterns of units furnished wl(h files
of all descriptions, drawers, letter ft!

! pigeon hola boxes, document flies, cud

[ Index files, &i\, and tho prices aro

right, too. Cutaloguo MXlx.

Business Furniture Department,
l· RICHMOND, VA.

616 ROUND TRIP TO ST. LOUIS VIA
C. & O. RAILWAY, TUESDAY.

MAY 2-iTH.
On ''-'uesdii.v, May '.'Uli, tliQ Chesapeake

und Oblo will noli coach Jxrursion tick¬

ets ft nut Richmond to St. Louis, Mo.,

and return at rat« of |li!, tb-kets good
fur Un day». Including date of sale,
Special attention paid to spécial piuv

I We invito inspection of
our line of

Spring and Summer
The Originili

CLARK'S
Jewel Gas Range
gives more satisfaction and
in use by moro families
ia this city than any other
gas range.
Monarch "Elue Flame"

Wickless Oil Stoves.
fícu Our Lino Before Purchasing.
WK IIAVK KVERTHIXQ IN

Gas and Oil Cooking Stoves»
Ice-Cream Freezers,

Water Coolers, Cutlery, Gen*
eral Housefurnishings.

Expert Tinsm.ths and
Sanitary Plumbers.

JOHN H.~ ROSE & CO.
(427 East Main Street,

Between 14th and »5th SU.


